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Our Mission:  
 

Making positive  

contributions to  

society by expanding minds 

to explore our  

expanding world 

Ms. McMandon’ s Journal 
Dear Parents, 
It’s hard to believe that this year is coming to a close!  Teachers and students are 
busily wrapping up assignments and projects that culminate a year full of learning.  
Thank you for your continued support as Durbin Creek strives to be an outstanding 
educational experience for your child! 
 
Congratulations to Durbin Creek’s Battle of the Books team.  The 2014 SJCSD 
Elementary School Sunshine State Battle of the Books was held at First Coast 
Technical College on May 13

th
.  Our team tied for first place with Timberlin Creek 

Elementary by scoring a perfect 100% on every single quote!  This has never hap-
pened before in the history of the Battle of the Books! Congratulations to the Dur-
bin Creek team members:  Matt Puzzini, Rosie Puzzini, Vanessa Esposito, Maddie 
Bryan and Samantha Hechler. Alternates included Tej Patel and Maggie Titus. 
They were coached by Media Specialist Matt Ostrowsky. Way to go Explorers! 
 
Congratulations also goes out to Fiore Marina, DCE 5

th
 grader, who was recently 

recognized as the Spanish Elementary Scholar of the Year for the State of Florida, 
sponsored by the Florida Foreign Language Association. She received a certificate 
and medal from FFLA; a certificate and pin from the Language Exploration Enrich-
ment Program and a certificate from Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Joe Joyner. 
She was nominated by LEE Administrator for Curriculum Maria Robles, and Span-
ish Supervisor and LEE Instructor Johanna Santinho. Congratulations Fiore! 
 
As part of the district’s efforts to reduce energy costs, the administrative staff of 
DCE will be relocating to Creekside High School for the summer.  We will be avail-
able to parents and the community at Creekside High from June 16 – July 24.  Our 
office hours will be from 7:30am to 5:30pm, Monday -Thursday.  Please do not 
hesitate to contact us should the need arise. 
 
Finally, it is with a heavy heart that I inform the parents of Durbin Creek Elemen-
tary that Ms. Slater will be resigning from her position with our school district.  She 
has been given the opportunity to take a position at The Florida School for the 
Deaf and Blind.  Her service to our district and Durbin Creek Elementary has been 
exemplary and her positive attitude will be missed greatly!  We wish her the best 
as she embarks on this new journey in her career. 
I wish everyone a safe and happy summer.  To our parents and students who will 

be attending POA next school year, thank you for being a part of our school.  All of 

you have made DCE the wonderful school that it is.  You will be missed!  To our 

returning parents and students, I look forward to our continued success and part-

nership in the 2014-2015 school year!  Happy Summer! 
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A La Carte Menu 
 

Mon. Red Baron Pizza 

 Ice cream 

Tues. Spicy Chicken  

 Sandwich 

 Curly fries 

 Cookies 

Wed. Cookies 

 Tater tots or Potato  

 triangles 

Thurs. Papa Johns 

 Cookies 

Fri. Ice Cream 



Parenting getting tough?  Do you fell like you 
are losing control?  Try our free  course 
“Redirecting Children’s Behavior”  
A five week course  
Course dates  

Sessions will be held on Wednesdays from 5:30pm-
8:30pm on July 2nd, 9th, 23rd, 30th and August 6th. 

To register, please contact Chris Stone at                 
Christopher.stone@stjohns.k12.fl.us or 547-7589 

 

ATTENTION ALL PATRIOT OAKS ACADEMY 
RISING 6th GRADE GIRLS! 

 
Does your daughter have the middle school 
jitters?  Tell her not to worry and plan for her to 

attend PASSAGES.  Just opened for Patriot Oaks 
Academy!.    
 
PASSAGES is a Girl Scout sponsored 2-day summer 
program that will introduce her to many middle school 
skills including changing classes, making the best use of 
her locker, opening her combination lock, dressing out for 
P.E., study and organizational strategies, peer pressure 
and much more.  Delaney T. added who attended last 
year said,  "Passages was a great way for me to meet 
new people and get a little more comfortable about walk-
ing around the school.  I learned how to use my lock and 
now I feel a lot more comfortable about changing into my 
gym clothes.  I'm not worried about it anymore." 
 
This 2-day program is offered at their actual middle 
school and has 7th and 8th grade middle school girls to 
assist them during the program.  Program dates are:  
 
               July 30 & 31 (Wed/Thurs) 9 a.m.- 4 p.m.  
 
Your daughter does not need to be a Girl Scout to attend 
but does have to be enrolled to begin 6th grade at Patriot 
Oaks Academy for 2014-2015 prior to attending the 
summer program.   
 
Please do not delay in registering as space is limited.  
The cost of the program is only $40.00.  
 
For more information about PASSAGES or to enroll your 
daughter in the 2-day session please contact Kerry Hale 
at 5hale@comcast.net and indicate POA in your email. 
 

Nurses Corner 

Attn. Rising 6th graders 
 
Please visit Fruit Cove’s website and subscribe to the Frequent 
Flyer as a “Rising 6th Grade Parent” so you can begin receiving 
middle school information.  Also, as you coordinate all your 
summer appointments, please note that rising 6th graders 
(current 5th graders) need two Varicella vaccines before enter-
ing middle school (this is new).  You can either provide the ele-
mentary with the proper documentation or provide the middle 
school with the information over the summer. 

Passages for rising 6th grade Girls 
FCMS August 4 and 5th or August 6th or 7th 

9:00am-4:00pm 
Enrollment is limited so register today. 
Fee $40 

Activities include:  Overview of FCMS academic program & 
school rules 
School Tour 
Combination Lock Drills: “How fast can you open that 
lock?” 
Navigating the hallways & classrooms through Scavenger 
Hunts 
Guest Speakers; Girl Scout Representative & Resource 
Officer “Facebook may not be your friend” 
Teachers, schedules, Planners & Important People 
Gym Dress Out Practice 
Skills for Success: Organizational, Time Management 
&Study Tips 
Conflict Resolution, Gossip, Peer Pressure & Bullies -”just 
say No!” 
“What Not to Wear” Fashion Show & Dress Code Conver-
sations 

For more information contact Kerry Hale 
5hale@comcast.net 

.  

As we near the end of the school year, I would like to remind you 
that your child's medication should be picked up from the clinic 
by THURSDAY JUNE 5, 2014. School policy does not allow for 
medication to remain in the school over the summer. It will be 
important for you to make arrangements to pick up your child's 
medication since medications may not go home with the stu-
dent. Any medication left in the clinic after Thursday June 5, 
2014 will be discarded according to policy. If you have any ques-
tions or concerns, please contact the school clinic at 547-3884. 
Thank you for allowing me to care for your children this school 
year. Sincerely, Lauri Frost, RN School Health Nurse, Durbin 
Creek Elementary 


