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CALENDAR of EVENTS

Ms. Walker’s Message

11/08 Veterans’ Day Celebration 9:00 (must be a cleared

Dear Durbin Families,

school volunteer) to attend)

Happy fall, y’all! It is so nice to experience cool weather in the early morning. So long summer, hello fall!

11/11 NO SCHOOL (Veterans Day )

We look forward to seeing our veterans on Friday for the Veterans Day Program ! Our students have
worked hard and it’s going to be a beautiful celebration in honor of our retired and current military members.

11/12 –11/25 KIDS Heart Challenge
11/14 Spelling Bee
11/15 Mother-Son Night: Bravo’s
11/21 Gifted Advisory Council
Pacetti Bay Middle School 6:30
11/26 Regular dismissal 2:45
11/27-29 Thanksgiving Holiday

In an ongoing endeavor to provide safety and security for students and staff, school access is required for
every individual volunteering for a school event. With school programs, holiday events and field trips approaching this is a very busy time of year. Just a reminder that if you’ve not registered as a school volunteer please do so on the school district website under school access. If you have grandparents who would
like to attend school events, please ask them to register as well.
For security purposes, we lock the gate on the Julington Creek side(west side) of the school after morning
arrival. If your child arrives at school and the gate is locked , he/she will have to enter through the other
gate(by east parking lot) and walk over to the bike rack. A parent will have to enter the building to sign in
the student as tardy.
May the Bounty of the season fill your heart and home.

LaVerne P. Walker
LaVerne P. Walker
Assistant Principal

Join the
Heart Heroes
during
P.E.class!

November 12-25
Counselor’s Corner

BE PROACTIVE!
Have you had your
FLU SHOT?
Our Mission:
Making positive
contributions to society by
expanding minds to
explore our
expanding world.

The upcoming Holidays can be
stressful, especially if your family
has experienced financial hardships due to loss of employment,
family dynamic shifts/challenges,
illness, flooding, etc… We have
people who want to help!
I am beginning my list of any families that may need a Thanksgiving
meal for their family. Please e-mail
me directly at
Renee.Labaw@stjohns.k12.fl.us.
We are working on a “Holiday Gift
Exchange” for our Community
Families. Please note on your email if you’d like to be added to
both lists. More details to come!

EARLY CHECK-OUT?

All early check-outs, for any reason, are to be
completed before 2:10 (1:10 on Wednesdays).
We ask that anyone sent to sign out a child be
made aware of this policy.
While it might seem best to have your child remain in class as long as possible, teachers are
teaching specific intervention lessons during the
last 30 minutes each day. Stopping to dismiss a
child during that time interrupts the lesson for:
a) your child, b) the group, and c) the two
students who must also leave the room to
accompany your child to the office (“never
alone” policy requires two classmates escort a
child to the front office).
Your respect for our dismissal policy helps
maintain safety and security as we complete
attendance/dismissal change/check-out reports
accurately before students prepare for and move
to their dismissal stations, It is often very difficult
to locate students or get them ready to leave
early during the last minutes prior to dismissal
bell. Teachers and students are winding up a
lesson/reviewing homework assignments, packing up, or moving to dismissal stations.

Thank you for your understanding and compliance as
we work together for all
students’ scholastic
success!

7:55

Gifted Advisory

The Gifted Parent Advisory Council meets several times
per year to inform the school district about ways in to
improve our efforts in serving our gifted students. Parents of K-12 gifted students from throughout the district
are encouraged to come to all of the meetings, in the
following Media Centers from 6:30-8:00 p.m. on the following dates:

November 21 Pacetti Bay Middle School
February 25

Fruit Cove Middle School

April 21

Murray Middle School

GENTLE SAFETY REMINDER
In the interest of safety, please recall that ONLY those families
who have contracted with Extended Day for Morning Care should
be entering the parking lot before 7:55. Vehicles entering and waiting along the front sidewalk before this time prevent Extended Day
families from safely dropping off their children.
For your child’s safety, groups of students should not be gathering at the PPU doors without adult supervision. Please do not
drop off your children before a staff member is present.

Important Information Regarding Attendance

Regular school attendance is a necessary part of a student’s education. Excessive absences impair a student’s educational progress and may impact whether the student passes or fails a grade. We wish to encourage good attendance and ask that families do their best not to use school time for out of town trips, vacations, out of country trips, etc.

However, if a child is absent, we ask that the parent/guardian send in a note within 48 hours upon their return to school. The
note must include the student’s first and last name, teacher’s name, date of absence and the reason for the absence. Only absences that fit the criteria will be considered excused or must otherwise be approved by the Principal.
In regards to pre-planned absences, a written request must be received by the school at least 5 days prior to the absences. This
written request must still meet the criteria in order to be considered excused.
Once a student reaches 15 absences within the school year, excused and/or unexcused, a student must present verification from a licensed physician for all subsequent absences due to illness, injury, etc. Florida Statute 1003.26 prescribes the measures for enforcement of school attendance. Florida Statute 1003.27 details that a parent/guardian who
refuses to have a minor student who is under their care attend school regularly commits a misdemeanor of the second
degree.
Thank you for your understanding. We look forward to a successful school year!

