Adventure 17 Log 7
November 19, 2019

Durbin Creek Elementary School
4100 Racetrack Road
Saint Johns, Florida 32259

SJCSD

Telephone (904)547-3880
Fax (904)547-3885
Attendance Line (904)547-3915

5 Star School / Golden School/ Accredited by Southern Association of Schools

CALENDAR of EVENTS
11/21 Gifted Advisory Council
Pacetti Bay Middle School 6:30

11/25 Last Day “Kids Heart Challenge”
11/26 Regular dismissal 2:45
11/27-29 Thanksgiving Holiday
12/03 ESE Parent Advisory 6:00
Fullerwood Training Center

12/13 Talent Show forms DUE

Ms. Fuller’s Message
Dear Durbin Families,

We are truly grateful for each and every one of our families here at Durbin Creek Elementary.
It was so wonderful to see so many moms and sons at Bravos this past Friday- it was a very
successful event! Our PTO is working hard to make all of our events this year family focused
with minimal fundraising and costs. We have a big “Space Night” and our Boosterthon fun-run
planned for February.
Please don’t forget: we must use the dismissal change email when needing to change
the way your child goes home. We will not send a student a different way just based on
what they are telling us- we must have it in writing from the parents. This is for
everyone’s safety and security. If you email the teacher, please include the
dismissal change address as well. This will help ensure everyone gets home the
correct way each and every day.
If your family is in need for the Holidays please do not hesitate to
contact myself or our counselor Mrs. Labaw. We have things we
can do to help!
May all of you have a blessed and joyous Thanksgiving!

Angie Fuller

Angie Fuller , Principal

ESE Parent Advisory
Committee

The Parent Advisory Committee
(PAC) is composed of parents, educators, administrators, business
representatives, and other community members concerned with the
education of students with disabilities. The purpose of the committee
is to provide information to parents
and input to district staff regarding
our ongoing effort to continuously
improve services for students with
disabilities. Meetings are at Fullerwood Training Center from 6:007:30 on December 3, and January
7.

Fullerwood Training Center
10 Hildreth Drive
St. Augustine, FL 32084
Our Mission:
Making positive
contributions to society by
expanding minds to
explore our
expanding world.
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Join the
Heart Heroes
during
P.E.class!

Grief Support Group: Southside/Mandarin
Community Hospice & Palliative Care

Neviaser Educational Institute, 4266 Sunbeam Road, Bldg.
100, Jacksonville, FL 32257
Grieving the death of a loved one is never easy, but support from
others and sharing your loss can lessen the burden. To help you,
Community Hospice & Palliative Care conducts open bereavement
support groups throughout the year.
These support groups create a safe and comfortable environment
where you can share with others who are grieving. Led by our
trained bereavement counselors, these sessions are ongoing and
available to anyone who has experienced a loss.
This group meets on the 1st and 3rd Monday of each month
from 11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Before attending your first session, please call Concetta Hillman,
LCSW at 904.407.6191.

Counselor’s Corner
The upcoming Holidays can be
stressful, especially if your family
has experienced financial hardships due to loss of employment,
family dynamic shifts/challenges,
illness, flooding, etc… We have
people who want to help!
I am beginning my list of any families that may need a Thanksgiving
meal for their family. Please e-mail
me directly at
Renee.Labaw@stjohns.k12.fl.us.
We are working on a “Holiday Gift
Exchange” for our Community
Families. Please note on your email if you’d like to be added to
both lists. More details to come!

EARLY CHECK-OUT?

All early check-outs, for any reason, are to be
completed before 2:10 (1:10 on Wednesdays).
We ask that anyone sent to sign out a child be
made aware of this policy.

What is Peanut Allergy Aware?

Several of our students have a severe
allergy to peanuts/tree nuts. This allergy
can be life-threatening and, for these students, strict avoidance is the only way to
prevent allergic reaction. Accidental contact or ingestion can be fatal.

Are peanut/tree nut products allowed in school? Yes. However, to

reduce risk of exposure for students who
are allergic to peanut products, these
items are not sold in school lunch programs, at extracurricular events, nor provided in school-wide activities.

While it might seem best to have your child remain in class as long as possible, teachers are
teaching specific intervention lessons during the
last 30 minutes each day. Stopping to dismiss a
child during that time interrupts the lesson for:
a) your child, b) the group, and c) the two
students who must also leave the room to
accompany your child to the office (“never
alone” policy requires two classmates escort a
child to the front office).
Your respect for our dismissal policy helps
maintain safety and security as we complete
attendance/dismissal change/check-out reports
accurately before students prepare for and move
to their dismissal stations, It is often very difficult
to locate students or get them ready to leave
early during the last minutes prior to dismissal
bell. Teachers and students are winding up a
lesson/reviewing homework assignments, packing up, or moving to dismissal stations.

Thank you for your understanding and compliance as
we work together for all
students’ scholastic
success!

7:55

Gifted Advisory

The Gifted Parent Advisory Council meets several times
per year to inform the school district about ways in to
improve our efforts in serving our gifted students. Parents of K-12 gifted students from throughout the district
are encouraged to come to all of the meetings, in the
following Media Centers from 6:30-8:00 p.m. on the following dates:

November 21 Pacetti Bay Middle School
February 25

Fruit Cove Middle School

April 21

Murray Middle School

GENTLE SAFETY REMINDER
In the interest of safety, please recall that ONLY those families
who have contracted with Extended Day for Morning Care should
be entering the parking lot before 7:55. Vehicles entering and waiting along the front sidewalk before this time prevent Extended Day
families from safely dropping off their children.
For your child’s safety, groups of students should not be gathering at the PPU doors without adult supervision. Please do not
drop off your children before a staff member is present.

Important Information Regarding Attendance

Regular school attendance is a necessary part of a student’s education. Excessive absences impair a student’s educational progress and may impact whether the student passes or fails a grade. We wish to encourage good attendance and ask that families do their best not to use school time for out of town trips, vacations, out of country trips, etc.

However, if a child is absent, we ask that the parent/guardian send in a note within 48 hours upon their return to school. The
note must include the student’s first and last name, teacher’s name, date of absence and the reason for the absence. Only absences that fit the criteria will be considered excused or must otherwise be approved by the Principal.
In regards to pre-planned absences, a written request must be received by the school at least 5 days prior to the absences. This
written request must still meet the criteria in order to be considered excused.
Once a student reaches 15 absences within the school year, excused and/or unexcused, a student must present verification from a licensed physician for all subsequent absences due to illness, injury, etc. Florida Statute 1003.26 prescribes the measures for enforcement of school attendance. Florida Statute 1003.27 details that a parent/guardian who
refuses to have a minor student who is under their care attend school regularly commits a misdemeanor of the second
degree.
Thank you for your understanding. We look forward to a successful school year!

