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CALENDAR of EVENT
01/08 PTO Meeting 6:15
01/14 SAC Meeting 4:00
01/20 Martin Luther King
Day (NO SCHOOL)
01/31 Teacher Planning Day
(NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS)

Ms. Walker’s Message

Dear Durbin Families,
If you made resolutions for the new year I hope by day seven that you’ve been able to keep them! How
many times have you promised yourself that you would start exercising more or eating healthier foods?
We’ve all made and broken these kinds of promises, but that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t try again. Sometimes all we need is a gentle encouragement.
Teachers help students create SMART goals: Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Realistic & Relevant,
Timely goals for iReady, grade specific standards,and behaviors. SMART goals are a wonderful
platform for short-term goals. The biggest and most worthy goals in life may not always seem realistic or
attainable. I’d like to believe the world’s greatest inventors, scientists, and explorers were seldom hindered
by staying within the realistic box. I hope the goals that our students hold for their lives go beyond the
stretches of their elementary imaginations.
By the 5th grade students can demonstrate their scientific knowledge by participating in the school STEM
Fair.
The ideal project is one the student can do pretty much by himself or herself,
with guidance from adults as needed. Fifth-grade student, Owen Veal, was the
DCES winner this year and will represent us at the District Wide Stem Fair this
Saturday, January 11th. We wish him well as he presents his project.
Happy New Year!

LaVerne P. Walker
LaVerne P. Walker
Assistant Principal

SCHOOL DAY BEGINS at 8:25

Drop-off time is 7:55 to 8:20 warning bell, with tardy bell at 8:25 (students in
class at 8:25). After 8:25 drivers should park and walk their child to front
office to sign them in. Suggestions: if you have bus service, use it,
even on rainy/cold days. If you can walk/bike, please do! Car riders: be
ready to exit PASSENGER SIDE safely and quickly. Students may exit
onto sidewalk on their own. Only Pre-K is required to have adult assistance.

We can do this!!!

GOT 5th GRADERS?
What is Peanut Allergy
Aware? Several of our students

have a severe allergy to peanuts/tree nuts. This allergy can be
life-threatening and, for these
students, strict avoidance is the
only way to prevent allergic reaction. Accidental contact or ingestion can be fatal.

Are peanut/tree nut products allowed in school? Yes. However, to
Our Mission: Making positive
contributions to society by
expanding minds to
explore our expanding world.

reduce risk of exposure for students who

are allergic to peanut products, these
items are not sold in school lunch programs, at extracurricular events, nor
provided in school-wide activities.

Calling all 5th grade parents!! The 5th grade committee is putting together an
end-of-year slide show for
the awards night.
Please send any and all 5th
grade photos to be included
to :
dcephotos_5thgrade@yahoo.com.

Thank you!

